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AMIDEAST Education Abroad Programs
ARAB 401: Arabic VIl

Program Location: All onsite and virtual programs
Credits: 5.0

Course Description:

In this course, students use authentic material from literature, academic research, and both print
and electronic media to develop their abilities to extract essential information and identity linguistic
nuances. Students are expected to produce reaction papers where they express their own
assessment of the content, the form of the text and the position and the arguments of the author.
Students also are expected to be able to identify figures of style and produce texts demonstrating
near-native competence. Teaching materials will consist of faculty-selected materials from around
the Arab world.

Course Objectives

Arabic 401 aims to improve the skills of students so that they can access authentic representations
of the Arabic language. The student should be capable of accessing content in its original Arabic, i.e.,
which has not been altered to make comprehension easier. Thus, students will be reading, studying,
and listening to Arabic passages in their original format throughout the course.

The objectives of the course can be summarized in the following points:

e Students will be capable of extensive discussion on various literary and cultural topics,
defending their opinions with proof and evidence

e Students will be capable of dealing with a variety of communicative tasks with confidence
and ease

e Students will be able to participate in unfamiliar subjects, especially subjects within
ideology, culture, literature, politics, and media, and that they are able to delve into
assumptions and perceptions on the subjects

e Students will be strengthened in their ability to participate in discussions of an informal and
formal manner, on subjects related to ideology, culture, politics, and recent political news

e Students will be exposed to the most prominent modern poets.

e Students will understand some new literary and aesthetic sentence structures and
constructions from authentic passages

An important goal of this level is to break the psychological barrier between non-Arabic speaking
students and an authentic presentation of the Arabic language in its original format. After this level,
students will be capable of reading any Arabic passage or newspaper article without hesitation or
apprehension.

Course Approach

The approach to this course is built on different methods, the most important of which is attempting
to immerse students in the language during the short length of the term; this is done so that the
students become accustomed to reading and understanding modern Arabic swiftly. To accomplish
this, the course also relies on using a variety of different subjects throughout the term in order to
make it easier for the student to become familiar with various literary, cultural, and intellectual
aspects to the language.
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This class will place a great stress on classroom discussion. The topics have been chosen to be
interesting and to stimulate students to express their ideas from different aspects. Therefore, it is
required that students take turns in conversing every day of class.

Along with this, it is also important that students take turns giving presentations. Teachers will pick
overall topics for discussion within a specific time frame, which will allow students to prepare a short
presentation, followed by class discussions. This will allow students to become more familiar with
the materials being covered in class and will also provide a platform for expression of opinions and
insights into the topics.

Course Materials:
e Hans Wehr Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic edited by J.M. Cowan

e Locally produced materials, selected by program faculty

Evaluation and Assessment:

Description Weight Due Date
Attendance and Engagement 20% Continuous
Assignments 25% Continuous
Quizzes 10% Quiz 1:
Quiz 2:
Quiz 3:
Mid-Term Exam 15% Mid-Term:
Final Paper 10% Paper topics:
First paper draft:
Second paper draft:
Final:
Final Written Exam 20% Final Written Exam:

Attendance and Engagement
Please adhere to the Attendance, Engagement, and Assessment Policies posted on the Amideast
Online system

e Quizzes: Students will find the dates for quizzes in this syllabus as well as they will be
notified by their teachers ahead of time under the Communication Tab specifically in
announcement and update forum so that they can prepare for them adequately. Missed
quizzes will not be made up unless legitimate documentation has been provided to justify
the absence, and the instructor and local coordinator have approved that the missed quiz be
made up. Instructors cannot reschedule quizzes or tests under any circumstances.

e Mid-Term and Final Exams: Both the Mid-Term and the Final exams are cumulative,
meaning they cover all the material in the textbook (and related material) up to the time
when the test is taken. Therefore, students are advised to study from the beginning of the
course. Instructors cannot reschedule quizzes or tests under any circumstances.

e Research Paper: By the end of week 7, all students should have decided on a topic they
would like to write a paper on and consult with their instructors. The paper needs to be
between 2,000-2,500 words. By the end of week 11, students should submit a draft of the
paper to their instructors. A second draft will be due in week 12. The instructors will
highlight the mistakes and give the students the papers back for corrections, workshopping
them during office hours and during some class time. The final paper is due Week 15.
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